
 

 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 11, 2021 at 10:00 

 
 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 

 

Gathering Music “O God Beyond All Praising” — Holst/Proulx 

  Kelly Leibensperger, soprano 
 

Opening Sentences 

One: God has accomplished all things through Christ, so that we might live as God’s 

own children. 

All:  Let us give thanks to God and live for the praise of God’s glory. 

 

Hymn Meditation       “Seek Ye First” Anthony Sharp, piano  

    

*  Call to Confession   

One: Jesus loves us with steadfast tenderness; therefore, let us confess our sins to God. 
 

*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Holy God, you call us to be your beloved children and to care for one another, yet 

we fail to love others and ourselves. 

Helpless and ashamed, we turn our hearts to you. 

Forgive us, and then tenderly teach us to stand strong and courageous in the 

fullness of your love, by the grace and mercy of Christ. Amen. 

 

*  Silent Prayer 

 

*  Assurance of Pardon 

One: Siblings in Christ, God forgives us and strengthens us for love; therefore be at peace. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew!  

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 
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GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

All:  Loving God, your Word brings peace to all who turn to you. 

Send your Holy Spirit to dwell among us that we might praise Christ’s glory. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading Mark 6:14-29 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the 

baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 

But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of 

old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For 

Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on 

account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had 

been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had 

a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, 

knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, 

he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when 

Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of 

Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; 

and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he 

solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 

She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of 

John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to 

give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet 

out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the 

king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him 

in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her 

mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a 

tomb. 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon   Dr. Gerdts 

 

  THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 

*  Hymn #35 “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” (page 7 below) 

 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves and Lord’s Prayer 
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LEAVE TO SERVE 
Charge and Benediction 

 

Sending Music  “Christians, We Have Met to Worship”— arr. Lloyd Larson   

  Anthony Sharp, piano 

 

 

   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able. 

 
 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 

Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 

information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe here. 

 

COVID POLICIES – You are welcome to wear a mask, but they are no longer required for those who have 

been fully vaccinated; worship will now include singing once children have left the service—singing of the 

second hymn is permitted, though humming is also encouraged; chairs will be set up with space between 

them, but strict social distancing requirements are relaxed. We continue to show appropriate caution while 

applauding the progress this represents. 

 

NURSERY CARE DURING WORSHIP – Parents wishing to drop off infants – 3-year-olds can do so in 

the Hospitality Room where our nursery helpers will be happy to entertain your babies while you worship. 

Want to save time at drop off? Please have your information filled out ahead of time for our helpers. The 

link to the forms can be found here: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any questions concerning the 

nursey, do not hesitate to reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH – Have children too big for the nursery? Send them to Children’s Church! Each 

week kids ages 4-10 are invited to join us in Children’s Church in the CE Room for a bible story, craft, and 

some play. Masks are required. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

CONVERSATION ON RACE MEETS IN PERSON – FPCH’s commitment to the Matthew 25 

initiative has led to an active Sunday morning discussion group. Join the conversation each week after 

worship in the choir room, across from Fellowship Hall. All are welcome, regardless of whether you have 

joined prior conversations on race or not! Questions? Contact Becky Bryan.   

 

BIBLE WORKSHOP: A GUIDE THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT HAS BEGUN! Workbooks are 

still available. The course is a combination of online teaching and discussion led by Doug and weekly 

homework in the workbook. Work can also be done on your own. Course meets on Mondays from 11:00 a.m. 

to noon on Zoom. Questions? Contact Doug.  

 

DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing and open to all. The text for 

the coming week is Ephesians 2:11-22 

 

❖ 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85191934318
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
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REGISTER FOR VBS 2021 – Knights of the North Castle, July 26-30 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. for children 

ages 4-10. Become Knights on a quest to the North Castle in a frozen land to find the King’s Armor. We are 

looking forward to another great VBS week filled with music, games, crafts, and bible stories. Let’s take up 

the gauntlet and accept the challenge to “armor up” and be strong with God! Info and registration here. Due to 

limited spaces this year, your child(ren)’s spot in camp will not be confirmed until payment is received. 

Registration alone is not a confirmed spot in camp. If there is available space for your child(ren), you will be 

sent information regarding payment. Once payment is received, your spot will be confirmed. 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR OUR SUMMER CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS! Please consider 

donating your time for one of these: 

 Children’s Church: Volunteers are needed to teach our young friends each Sunday during the worship 

service. All that is needed is a willingness to read a story and facilitate a craft. Gabrielle Heimerling will 

provide you with everything you need to help with the class – all we need is you! All classes will take place 

in the CE Room (formerly the yoga room) on the lower level. 

 VBS: Calling all Shepherds! Hello teens – we are looking to you to shepherd our campers through 

various stations this summer. Come relive your crafting, playground and choir days with us. VBS will run 

from July 26-30. It’s always such a fun week made all the better by volunteers like you. Contact Gabrielle 

Heimerling to sign up. 

 VBS Calling all Station Leaders! Hello grown-ups – we are looking to you to help us staff our various 

stations for VBS. Please consider helping with Games, Crafts, or Bible Story. All supplies and lessons will 

be supplied to you – all we need is you! VBS will run from July 26-30. It’s always such a fun week made all 

the better by volunteers like you. Contact Gabrielle Heimerling to sign up. 

 

AUGUST WORKSHOPS ON VISITATION AND PRAYER – Beginning August 5th Pastor Nikki will be 

offering a series of Equipping Workshops for people who wish to deepen their life of faith, spiritually 

strengthen relationships, and develop a compassionate posture to all God’s children. All workshops will be 

offered at 6:30 on Thursday evenings via Zoom:  

• August 5th: The Art and Skill of Home and Hospital Visitation 

Our time will be dedicated to tips and suggestions for making in-house visits, and providing resources for 

those desiring to visit the hurting and lonely. We will examine the healing spiritual gifts that every person 

brings to the table in challenging situations. This workshop is recommended for Deacons, Elders, and 

those who feel called to a ministry of visitation.   

• August 12th: Prayer Workshop #1 

• August 19th: Prayer Workshop #2 

• August 26th: Prayer Workshop #3- Guest Speaker 

Each week participants will be introduced to a different prayer technique, and we will hear what Jesus, 

Thomas Merton, Richard Rohr, and C.S. Lewis, among others, have to say about prayer. On August 26th, 

Laraine Thulin will be our guest facilitator. Laraine is the Leader for the Prayer Ministry Team at 

Excelsior Covenant Church in Minnesota.      

 

THERE WILL BE AN IN-PERSON STEPHEN MINISTRY INTEREST MEETING on Monday, Sept. 2 

at 6:30. Watch for more information in the coming weeks. 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S THURSDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY will resume on September 16! (On Zoom- meets 

weekly). First up: “The Letter to the Hebrews” 

 

https://www.myvbs.org/fpchknights2021/
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82099756722
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ST. WILFRID’S NEEDS: Canned fruits and veggies, applesauce, adult diapers—large and extra-large, wipes, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, deodorant, and always plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper 

grocery bags to line the plastic bags, and newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. All items may be dropped 

off weekdays in the St Wilfrid’s bin behind Grace Church and on Sundays on the table outside FPC Fellowship 

Hall or on the table outside the door to the offices on the Masonic Temple side of the church.  

Box fans are greatly needed and may be dropped off or sent to Corey Crumley at 40 Warwick Rd., 

Haddonfield. 

Help is needed with foodbank pickup and drop off on July 16. If you might be interested, email Rose Guthrie 

intrepidrose@hotmail.com. Also, if you are available to help on Saturdays filling food bags or distributing 

food OR interpreting Spanish to help fill out forms for new clients, please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 

and leave a message. Check out the website for additional information: www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 

MEMBER CARE COORDINATION TEAM – If you know of needs in the congregation, please contact 

anyone on the team. Please contact Pastor Nikki at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org with questions or comments. 

Cheryl Tarditi (Elder Representative) cheryltarditi@gmail.com  

Rebeca Silva de Foote (Moderator of Deacons) silvadefoote@verizon.net  

Kelly Stout (Deacon Representative) kellystout322@yahoo.com  

Anne Vial (Administrator) avial@haddonfieldpres.org  

Rev. Passante (Assoc. Pastor) npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

MATTHEW 25 BOOK STUDY FOR FALL: The congregation is invited to read Isabel Wilkerson’s 

book Caste, in preparation for a book discussion in early September. Wilkerson began researching the 

construct of caste as a better way to capture race relations in our country after writing her award-winning 

book The Warmth of Other Suns and hearing the word used repeatedly by her sources. Is “caste” a better 

way to describe U.S. race culture? Is discussing caste emotionally easier than discussing racism? Please 

make this book one of your summer reads and look forward to a thought-provoking conversation.  

 

SCRIPTURE READING FOR JULY 18: Ephesians 2:11-22 

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are 

called “the circumcision” —a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— remember that 

you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once 

were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made 

both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has 

abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity 

in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the 

cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far 

off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So 

then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the 

household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 

cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in 

whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.  

 

 

  

mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.orgA
mailto:cheryltarditi@gmail.com
mailto:silvadefoote@verizon.net
mailto:kellystout322@yahoo.com
mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
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CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 

Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal prayer 

request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, please obtain the 

permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as the originator of the 

request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 
 

Prayers for the Church 

• Prayers for all those seeking protection and relief from hate, abuse, and violence (anonymous 

request - 6/29) 

• Prayers for peace and healing for all those living and coping with anxiety and depression 

(anonymous request - 6/29) 

• Prayers for Jean Russell on the death of her husband Dave (pastors - 6/29) 

• Continued prayers for Dan and Tish Colombi and their well-being! (6/29-pastors)  

• Prayers for Joan Fiorella and her continued recovery. (6/25 - pastors) 

• Praise the Lord!  Bob St. Marie turned 90! (6/25 - pastors) 

• Please pray for Linda O’Neill’s continued recovery! (6/25 - pastors) 

• Continued prayers for Bill Generao (and his family) as he starts treatment for a serious 

autoimmune disease after months of being sick and looking for answers. (6/16- D. Wackes) 

• Joy! Prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of Noah William Hurford, born on Mother’s Day to 

Alicia and Joe of Bryn Mawr, PA.  Noah is the grandson of Alan and Amy Stedman! (6/9 - 

pastors) 

• Prayers for Scotty Tatem’s spiritual uplifting! (6/9 - pastors) 

• Please pray for Roy Brostrand’s continued recovery from an emergency hip replacement (6/9 

- L. O’Neill) 

• An anonymous plea and prayer for the addicted and their families (6/5) 

• Prayers for Jane Poynton who is now on hospice (6/5 - pastors) 

• Prayers for Betsy Anderson who had her left shoulder replaced on June 21st! (6/5 - pastors) 

• Pray for Ben Meams who is suffering with Guillain Barre syndrome (5/21 - J. Wackes) 

• For Gail after cancer surgery as she undergoes chemotherapy (5/21 - L. Hess) 

• Ken Koczur who is undergoing chemotherapy for MDS - myelodysplastic syndrome (5/11 - 

R. Davis)  
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LOOKING FORWARD to  

VBS 2021 

July 26 – 30! 

 

Church Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

 

♦ 

 

 

  

 

 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/

